Vil resident Will Burke shows off some drded frult from Sol Simple, a local business he started with his
wife, Maria. Sol Simple’s organic dried bananas, pineapples, mangos, cashews, honey and coffee are in
area stores like Village Market and Freshies Organic Foods in Edwards. Avery Cunliffe photo.

No power? No problem for

Pineapples, mangos
and cashews come
here from Nicaragua

By Beth Potter
Mountainesr Staff Writer

It sough 1o start 2 business when you're in Nicarm-
g, and the electricity. goes out for eight hours every
dn:L

O the other hand, it's more easy w do things the
“green”, or environmentally friendly way, since you're
probably poing o nead w build your own machinery
tand there’s plenty of relatively low-cost lbor,

That's what Vail resident Will Burke and his wife Ma-
i found, anyway, over the last three years as they've
worked on getting their dried fruit basiness Sol Simple
off the grouand.

T

local dried fruit business

“It's one of the things you dive- into headiirst, and
thera's no tuming back. There have been a lof of hbumps,
bat we have smooth sailing now,” Burke savs of the
enterprise

When he started, Burke financed his sde
uity lime of credit on his Vail home. The couple splits
their time between Yail and Meamagon, with wifie Maria
working nx u schooliencher o the U S, Embassy.

2 with an eg-

Ho electricity

"We hud rolling blackonts in Micaragaa for about o
year, We use hand processing for production, but we
still need electricity to rn the lights, the frns, the drver
and the computer,” Burke says.

In response, Burke looked into getting o generator
mun on methome, a biofuel created from animal waste.
He then butlt what he hills as the biggess hybrd solar-
powersd frult dryer in Central America with solar pan-
¢ls from Canada

M, Sol Simple's orgunic dried bananas, pineapples,
mungos, coshews, honey and coffee ane in area stores




like Village Market and Freshics Organic Poods, both
in Et Is

Unified Cirocers, 8 West Coest independent grooeny
asociation doing £5 billion in hesiness per year,
atly decided to stock the items, and Whole Foods
lso i considerng them

ST we see what we think would be & good local prod-
wet, wie try il says Chorlbe Spurgecn, store misniger al
Muorket, “It"s a quality product. It seems like it
1 godl it To

Busting roadblocks
Uther madhlocks huve popped wp, Burke says, from
making sire the froit meets US. Department of Agn-
culture stundnrds and orpanic 88 s fo convineing
" pstoms officinls tht his company does

of the customs =marls, “That's hbow it works in
these countries, We have a policy not 1o bribe anvbody,
s we hnven't"”
Long shalf iife

The packuges of dried fruit sell for about $3. They
hove o shelf life of about 8 year. Burke doesn't expect
the products to start paying (or themsalves for the next
five yenrs howeever, given how bomg it takes Lo convinge
stores to sock them and all of the sart-up costs associ-
nted with running the new plant in Nicaragua,

The former teacher isn1 womied, though

“Adot of this progesa has been off of gut leeling and
Krowvifig that the mnrket is I'I.'.'IIJ'_I.' for M:lnk.'!h':l'l}' like
this.” Burke says

Burke -C'\lnl.;ll'lil.”}-' wenl o Micorgn 10 each school
He later got faterested in business, meoting with Ni-
caragunan government officials and ULS, aid apencies,
[he chshews are prmhn_'-n:d h-:,' no=mall women's UK
erulive: other farmers he works with are now involved

Tupsiday, Decamber 30, 2008

Wall Mountainaar

Burke's packages of dried frult sell for roughly 53 and have a shelf life of about a year. Avery Cunliffe

phvoto.

b getting organic cenmifications, Six imems from Kel-
logg School of Management ot Northwestern College
in Ilinois have signed on,

Fair wages

=1 was out of my league when 1 started ... but os their
project. they do morketng for me, and they re xlso
cansulting with me on the finance cnd,” Burke says.

Ir"s Burke's enthusiasm that seems to work the best
with potentinl distnbutors, though,

' g-;_:-c:-d 1o see there are peopde like Will our there
who really try to make life better for people every-

where. That's: the lifestyle we support — fair wages
for growers.” soys Delling Zing, who calls himsell the
“conductor of l:|.-.|r|..||||'h!}' anil g]w" at Freshies, *And
I"s & susminable project thar helps single women out

Burke and his wife alsoown & hotel on the beagh on
Com Island in Nicarsgus, where there {5 no electricity,
no cars, and phone and Internet service is available by
satellite.

For more mformotion aboat the hotel, 20l Www
casaigunna.com. For more informanon about the dried
fruit, go to: www.sol-simple.com.

4H SHOOTS FORWARD

[From page 2|

They even beam how to Eive construc-
Li%e Cfpbicasim,

Yo mdwich the cormrection between
Pwo  positives” says Hammond, *h

Interasted in shooting somathing?

For information on shooting spons or any other 4-H activity, call the CSU
Cooperative Extension at 328-8775.

kids every year in late Febroary.

“Two of my doughters went through
iE. Oine s an aved hunter and one 15 an
animeal rights activist,” =aid Eagle Coun-

warks very well”

Oppenheimer specinlizes in archery
gnd tesches docens of Kids how to do it
properly and safely

“No matter what their skill level going
in, they'll be laught the same skills po-
ing out,” he says

Sportsmen and activists alike
The Whistling Bullets shooting sports
club hosis a hunter education course for

ty schoo] board president Scoll Green
“They came out of it with increased re-
spect for each other's views”

—




